
Dear Parents,

Middlebrook students and staff had a great start 
to the new school year, even though we had a few 
shortened days.  The children have been resilient and 
are learning new routines which will benefit them 
throughout the school year.  This year we are rolling 
out a new Reading Workshop program to complement 
our Writing Workshop curriculum.  We want our 
students to love reading and writing, which will help 
them be successful in life.  Our expectation is that 
all students read each night for at least 20 minutes.  
Families can do shared reading or read-alouds for 
children that are not reading yet. 

This year our students will be working on the power 
of kindness in forming strong connected relations.     
I remind our families that we teacher our students to 
use kind words and have calm bodies.  This means 
we never use physical actions (hitting, kicking, biting) 
to solve problems.  Please remind your child that kind 
and caring words build friendships. This year several 
teachers will run a Kindness Club that promotes 
helping students become positive, connected 
community members.  We look forward to doing 
community outreach and our first student collection 
will be a Middlebrook Spirit Day to benefit those who 
experienced loss from Hurricane Florence.  Each time 
we have a spirit day we will Eblast families to let them 
know how the students can prepare for the day.

Finally, thank you for joining the teachers on Back-
to-School Night.  We appreciate family involvement 
your child’s learning.  Please feel free to contact your 
child’s teacher, if you have a question or concern.  
I encourage families to give teachers 24 hours to 
respond, which will usually be by phone call.
I look forward to a strong year of learning for all at 
Middlebrook School.

Best wishes,
Patricia Frillici, Principal

Dear MB Families,

FINALLY, we have some cooler temperatures and full 
days/weeks of school.  And while the beginning of 
the school year was bumpy with all the half days, hot 
classrooms, and holidays, the students seemed to have 
adapted quickly to the new routine of school.  I hope 
the same is true for the parents and families, too!

Our PTA has been busy!  Here are just some of the 
things we’ve done already since the end of last school 
year (apologies if I missed thanking someone!):
• Purchased a Shed and moved the contents of the old 
shed for the Father’s Club (thanks to Dean Fabrizio, 
Dave Galla and the TPS Facilities Department!)
• Playdates for the new Kindergarteners to meet new 
friends (thanks to Cathleen Sullivan!)
• Welcome Dinner for New Families (thanks to Ron 
and Marisa Mason and special thanks to the owners of 
Avalon Gates Community)
• Teacher Back-to-School Luncheon (thanks to     
Cathleen Sullivan!)
• Cleaned up the courtyard to get it ready for students 
to enjoy (thanks to Wendy Storms, Katie Smolinsky, 
Christine Conklin, Erika Nemethi and their families!)
• Distributed school supplies for those who purchased 
them in our spring fundraiser last year (thanks to Amy 
Lehaney!)
• Distributed folders and agenda pads to all the  
students in the school (special thanks to Kai and Reed 
Fontilla for helping me on one of their last days of 
summer!)
• Helped parents who needed some reassurance on the 
first day of school at the Kinder-Breakfast (thanks again 
to Cathleen Sullivan!)
• Held a meeting for room parents (thanks to Jennifer 
Farmer and Amy Lehaney!)
• Had a Spiritwear and Mixed Bag fundraising 
sale (thanks to Kris Saccone and Amy Lehaney!)             
• Created and helped to maintain the new school    
website (thanks to Tara Figueroa and Mrs. Carol St.     
John!) The new site is beautiful!
• Helped to make sure all the students looked   
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  their best for the School Photo Day (thanks to  
  Kris Saccone, Christin Lucia, Erika Nemethi,    
  Kelly Mallozzi, and Kim Higgins!)
• Attended a Trumbull High School 
Football game to show our Trumbull Spirit 
(thanks to Kris Saccone for organizing!)
• Held our first School Store of the year (thanks 
to Katie Smolinsky!)

I look forward seeing you at one of the 
upcoming   events.

  
 Your President,
 Ruth

Kindergartners are working hard at learning routines of the school day.  Making friends, learning new 
songs and reading new books, counting from the counting jars and so much more fills up each day.  
Please practice the new words at home and letter sounds for the letters we have taught.  Remember to 
send back folders and towels at the beginning of each school week.  Most importantly, READ each day 
with your child!!  Sharing a book is a magical time with young children. 

First Grade has had a fantastic start to the new year!  We all have created a wonderful, loving 
community of learners! Each class is looking forward to watching the Autumn season enter with its 
beautiful landscape of colors. We are making new friends, learning our routines and acclimating  to 
first grade. We all take our “PAWS” pledge every day and promise to be thoughtful citizens of our 
Middlebrook family! Please begin establishing reading routines at home “Readers are Leaders”.

Second grade has been busy settling into the new school year. We are working on building reading 
stamina, writing personal narratives, and practicing our basic facts. In science, we are recording 
observations of matter and adding to our vocabulary.

Welcome! Despite the warm temperatures and half days the children have made a smooth transition to 
third grade.  We are enjoying choosing just right books and setting up our reading community during 
readers workshop. In writing we are writing about special people and places for our narrative unit. In 
science we will be studying weather and climate . We are excited for a fun and productive school year!

Fourth grade is off to a fabulous start!  We have been busy working on STEM labs on Changing Earth 
and geography in social studies.  In math, our fourth grade mathematicians are studying place value 
and will be using several strategies, including the algorithm, to add and subtract large numbers. Please 
take advantage of the Xtra Math website for basic math fact practice as well as the sites provided in 
our Back-To-School Night packet. It is imperative that your child can quickly recall basic addition and 
multiplication facts.  Students are continuing to adjust to a new schedule and routines.  Remember to 
complete your 20/20 reading log at home! 

The first month of school is off to a good start as students are transitioning into 5th grade routines 
and expectations. In reading, we are analyzing themes in fiction.  Fifth grade readers are working on 
deepening their writing about reading. As writers, we are looking at the writing process and starting the 
year off in personal narrative. Choice and independence are keys components of the readers’ workshop 
and writers’ workshop model. Xtramath login information was sent home and is a terrific resource to 
help sharpen essential math computation skills.  Students are encouraged to put in their best effort 
nightly on homework.

K 5 News
K
1
2
3
4
5

The Student Council will be giving out 
information and holding elections in the 
coming weeks. Please be on the lookout 
for more information if you’re interested 
in joining! We’re looking forward to a fun, 
successful year! Your Student Council 
Advisors, Mrs. Ginand, Mrs. Michaels
and Miss Baldino
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 • Welcome back! We hope everyone had a fantastic summer vacation! Now that    
  we are re-energized and we’ve started our wonderful school year, it’s time to be   
  gin new and exciting learning adventures. Reading is a perfect way to hop aboard   
  and take off into new worlds, learn about famous people, enjoy a chilling mystery,   
  or maybe just be entertained by a book’s humor. Children, as well as adults, can   
  find enjoyable books that can take you on exhilarating journeys. Sit back, relax,    
  and take in the beautiful new colors of autumn. Maybe you might want to sip on   
  some warm apple cider or dig into a scrumptious pumpkin pie, but don’t forget to   
  Fall into a good book!

  Home School Connection Suggestions:

 • Read with your child for 20 minutes every day. Your example reinforces the importance  
  of literacy, and reading lets you and your child explore new worlds of fun and adventure  
  together.
 • Have frequent conversations with your child. Reading is about language. Immerse your child  
  in it. Talk often. Listen, and ask questions that require more than a one or two word 
  response. Ask, “WHY?” Encourage your child to go back into the text to find specific 
  evidence. Talking about books can happen anywhere and at any time — in the car, at the bus  
  stop, or over dinner. 
 • Keep books available for your child, and make regular trips to the public library. It’s import 
  ant to provide a variety of fiction and non-fiction reading. 
 • Encourage rereading - It helps to build fluency and aids in comprehension because your child  
  is able to dive deeper into the meaning.
 • To help with fluency, give your child books with predictable vocabulary and clear rhythmic  
  patterns so as he or she reads the book aloud the sound of fluent reading can be heard. You  
  can also use books on tapes or cd’s; have your child follow along in the print copy.
 • Foster a love for reading in your home. 

News from the Reading Corner
Mrs. Castillo, Mrs. Malling, and Mrs. Markelon

Fall into a Good Book



upcoming

dates

DON’T MISS THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

October 2018
NO SCHOOL

BINGO Night, 6-9, Gym (doors open at 
5:00 so you can have dinner with your 
family!)

Great Pumpkin Run, 8:15am

PTA meeting, 7:15pm, Library/Media 
Commons

Read Aloud Day (have to register with 
TPS)

Father’s Club Meeting 7:30pm, Library

School Store 

Father’s Club Halloween Party,
6-9pm, Gym

8 

12

21

22

25
 

25

26

26

October 21
Kids Fun Run:

8:15am

Walk & 5K:

9am
MORE INFO AT:

www.greatpumpkinclassic.com

Friday, October 26
haunted hallway, 

treats and  fun
sponsored by: Fathers club

october 12
doors open 5:00pm

bingo starts at 6:00pm

Middlebrook

Happenings

flag raising ceremony

THANKS

to our school 

clean up

Volunteers!

back to school


