
Dear Middlebrook Families,

First, I hear that spring is around the corner based on 
ground hog predictions.  It has been an odd icy winter 
mixed with warm or frigid blasts of air.  I’m looking for 
daffodils and crocus to welcome spring days with students 
playing outside.

Yes, the news that Middlebrook School has a new set of 
double doors in the front foyer is true.  They help to make 
the building a safer place for all and protect us from the 
weather, too.  We will be moving the buzzer system of 
entry and both sets of doors will be locked.  As always, 
bring your photo id and be patient as you enter our 
school. 

Did you know that teaching children things like 
perseverance, gratitude, self-control and personal 
responsibility can improve their health, academic 
achievement and happiness in life?  The combination of 
these skills plays a higher role in the success of a person 
in college and the work place than intelligence.  The work 
world is looking for people who are optimistic, can work 
together as problem solvers, stay on task, work through 
challenging moments (grit) and act with kindness and 
compassion.  These are called “soft skills”.  These skills 
are taught daily by the staff of Middlebrook School as 
a part of how we build a strong classroom and school 
community.   

When children meet with challenges in; doing homework, 
getting along with a classmate, making decisions on how 
to behave on the bus, or studying for a test, they are 
practicing their “soft skills”.  Children learn best through 
experiences and we provide students with countless ways 
to reflect on their learning in the area of “soft skills” on a 
daily basis.  We appreciate your support, as we encourage 
our students to strengthen their “soft skills”, so they can 
be their best self in the future. 

Sincerely,

Patricia Frillici

March is one of those months I associate with luck, as St. Patty’s 
Day is smack dab in the middle of it.  Middlebrook is very LUCKY 
to have so many amazing faculty and families working to make our 
school so wonderful!  

We are so very lucky to have Miss Schaefer, Mrs. Marini and Mrs. 
Donovan working with students in the Kindness Connects Club to 
connect the entire school community with kindness.  

We are lucky to have so many involved dads in the Father’s Club, 
led by Dave Galla and Justin Tuttle.  And they are kicking off the 
Lucky month with a newly designed event, a Semi-Formal Dance 
Party for a student and a parent on March 1!

We are lucky to have Kris Saccone and Amy Lehaney working 
tirelessly to make sure all our events are communicated to the 
entire school.  They write emails and grant applications, create 
flyers, change MSA, and have meeting after meeting in order to 
make sure everyone in the school knows of things coming up and 
how help is needed.  The events they are working on are BINGO 
Night (March 8), FB Connected Digital Families Event (March 19), 
and the 2nd annual Middlebrook Mixer (April 5).  And Kris has an 
entire team of parents helping her create the Yearbook!  We are 
one of the few schools in the district where the yearbook is for the 
ENTIRE school, not just the fifth graders.  Aren’t we lucky?!?!

We are lucky to have Rachel Yurdin who has been hosting our Book 
Fairs for the past 3 years (at least!).  Our spring Book Fair will be in 
early April, stay tuned for the date.

We are lucky to have Melanie Flavin who has already started to plan 
for the MB annual International Festival (May 3).  This is her 6th 
year of taking charge of a large team of other parents to make the 
evening so much fun while learning about some of the different 
countries and cultures our MB families are from.

We are lucky to have Christin Lucia who is busy planning our 
Annual Plant Sale (May 9 & 10) to help students thank their moms 
and other adults in their lives by getting them some pretty flowers.  

And we are lucky to have Marcy Rende and Christin Lucia working 
with a team of parents of fifth grade students to give them a 
wonderful year-end experience in celebration of their last year at 
MB.  

And for all the other parents doing their part to make MB such a 
warm, welcoming community, we are lucky to have you, too!  

May luck continue to shine on MB!

Ruth
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First graders are eager for Spring to arrive! We have finished becoming expert readers and writers on non-fiction topics! We 
are now writing opinion pieces! In math, we are learning how to measure with tiles, cubes, and paper clips! In science, we are 
exploring sound. Keep up the great work and remember to read each night and practice your trick words!

The second grade has been busy learning about beavers, squirrels, deer, and bears. The second grade students chose one 
of those animals, researched it on Pebble Go, and wrote a report. Along with learning about these animals, the students are 
learning about the river, and forest habitats.  The second grade is reading non-fiction, and also writing their own non-fiction 
books.

We have been learning about lots of super reading powers!!!  We are reading everyday privately and with our buddies. How-
to stories are the topic of our writing these days.  How-to feed your dog or how-to sit on the carpet are just a few of our 
ideas.  Shapes everywhere!!! Learning all about 2-D and 3-D shapes is our current concept in math. In science, we have been 
discussing living vs. nonliving, and shelters.  We are looking forward to warmer weather and longer recesses in the warm 
sunshine!

The fourth grade has been very busy!  In math, fourth grade has been preparing for the Trimester 2  assessment, working 
with polygons and measuring angles using a protractor. We are learning about fractions using 4x6 rectangles and how to find 
equivalent fractions, and order fractions on a number line. Please make sure your child continues to practice their basic facts, 
as well as multiplication and division, as these skills are used daily during class when working with fractions and decimals.  
In science, we wrapped up a mini-unit on atoms and static electricity.  We are currently studying force and motion.  Students 
will be  participating in multiple labs measuring force, force and friction investigations, finding the center of gravity, and 
controlling the pull of gravity.  Students finished up their Connecticut research projects with the help of Mrs. Balzano, and are 
now studying Immigration in Social Studies.  We are looking forward to an exciting and eventful third trimester.

Third grade students enjoyed the annual Friendship Bistro on Valentine’s Day. It was fun getting dressed up in our fancy 
clothes and using our Middlebrook Manners. The past month they have been busy reading and writing nonfiction texts. Each 
child is writing an informational book based on a topic they feel they are an “expert” on. We will be publishing them while 
learning how to add text features and sharpen our typing skills. 
In Science, we are learning about the ecosystem and animal adaptations. We will culminate this study with our third grade 
show called, A Beautiful World. In music, we are busy learning songs about the earth, as well. Our show will take place during 
school hours on April 26, 2019.    

Parents, Middlebrook peers, teachers, and judges are excited to view the many inventions at this year’s annual Invention 
Convention.  Fifth graders will showcase their imagination and problems-solving skills in innovative ways.  Also, as part of the 
D.A.R.E. program, students have been very engaged in topics and discussions with Officer Wes Bartosik.  They equally looked 
forward to getting a chance to hold on to his buddy, Daren the Lion.   In reading and writing, students are researching issues 
and becoming critical thinkers as they examine claims, look for reasons, and weigh evidence.  In math, students recently 
completed the fraction unit and are on to decimals. They will continue to review fractions as this is a major concept that will 
be needed moving forward.
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Odyssey of the Mind
By Tate Sullivan 

Odyssey is a fun, problem solving adventure 
that requires a lot of teamwork. Teams have to 
complete one big problem (out of five given) 
over the course of five months. The solution 
is presented at finals. The problem must be 
solved in an original and funny way. That 
means no copying and no adult help (and no 
potty humor, but we don’t have to talk about 
that). There also quick, timed problems at 
finals: “hands-on” problems which your team 
has to solve by building things,  “verbals” 
which are questions that you have to answer 
creatively, and “verbal-hands on” which are 
problems where the team builds something 
and they have to explain what it is they built. 
We practice these problems and also work on 
our big problem. I think you should try Odyssey 
of the Mind out because it is fun and it’s a 
great way to meet other kids your age in your 
community. Another reason to try Odyssey of 
the Mind is because it helps improve your social 
skills such as teamwork, being responsible and 
knowing when it’s the right time to get down 
to work!

Let it Snow 
From The Reading Corner
Angie Castillo, Jennifer Malling, Lisa Markelon

Winter is upon us!  It’s the perfect time to play outside with family and friends in the 
winter wonderland, have snowball fights, make snow angels, and build snowmen.  
What better way to wind down after a thrilling day in the open air, but to sit with a 
warm cup of cocoa, nestled under a comfy blanket, by a crackling fire with a good 
book!

Perfect Picture Books for a Snowy Day
 (Taken from: Delightfulchildrensbooks.com)

Millions of Snowflakes by Mary McKenna Siddals and Elizabeth Sayles. A counting 
book with a simple rhyme. 

The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats. Depicts a young boy Peter’s adventures in the 
snow with simple, graphic illustrations. The Snowy Day conveys the joy of playing in 
the snow. 

Owl Moon by Jane Yolen. I absolutely love this story about a girl and her 
father venturing out into the woods on a winter night in search of an owl. Owl 
Moon describes a memorable wintertime nature encounter.

Building an Igloo by Ulli Steltzer. A fascinating book about an Inuit father and son 
building an igloo. Building an Igloo explains that while the Inuit no longer live in 
igloos, the father and son in this book build igloos when they go hunting.

Books for Older Children
(Taken from: Scholastic)

Mr. Popper’s Penguins by Richard Atwater , Florence 
Mr. Popper painted and papered houses in the pretty little city of Stillwater. To look 
at him with his vacant expression and paint-spattered clothes and hair, one would 
never imagine that he would one day be the most famous person in Stillwater.

Hans Brinker, or The Silver Skates Series: Apple Classics by Mary Mapes Dodge
Set against a backdrop of frozen canals in a winter wonderland, the year’s most 
exciting event in a little Dutch village is about to take place. But will Hans Brinker 
and his sister Gretel, with their hand-carved wooden skates, be able to compete 
against their well-trained young friends who own fine steel blades?

Everest I: The Contest Series: Everest, Book #1 by Gordon KormanFour kids. 
One mountain. They come from all across America to be the youngest kid ever to 
climb Everest. But only one will reach the top first. The competition is fierce. The 
preparation is intense. The challenge is breathtaking.

Invention Convention 
By Sean Galla and Lauren Riccio

The Invention Convention, a national program, 
is a way for kids to experience what it’s like to be 
an inventor. Kids think of an everyday problem 
and find a solution. Then they have to build their 
invention, and present their invention to the 
judges.  The judges decide if the invention is 
moving on to the next level. The winners from 
the top ten percent move on to the statewide 
level at UCONN, and if the win there, they go 
to the nationals at the Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn, Michigan. The fifth grade students 
of Middlebrook are in the process of designing 
their poster boards.  On Tuesday, March 5, they 
will present their invention to the judges.  On 
the 4th of May, the students who won the school 
wide level, compete at the state level at UCONN 
in Storrs, CT. The winners of the statewide 
competition will move on to the nationals which 
will be held at The Henry Ford Museum in 
Dearborn, Michigan.  The Invention Convention 
is a great way for kids to be creative.  Whether 
they win or lose, they all had fun planning and 
inventing. 

5th Grade Activities                                     
By Anivarth Parthasarathy 

Our 5th Grade moms have got some 
great activities planned for the 5th 
grade students. We have Bowlero 
Bowling Night, Urban Air, Giggling Pig 
canvas painting, Star Factory Dance 
Party, and the cornhole tournament.  
“ The activities are awesome, but it’s 
a bit expensive.”  says  Morgan, a 
5th Grade Student. Hey, don’t think 
about the price, think of all the fun 
you’ll have! “I think it’s a great way 
for fifth grade students to celebrate 
their last year at Middlebrook,” 
says Aryaveer, another fifth grade 
student. Our fifth grade year is going 
to end with a sweet celebration! Our 
students are really excited this year. 
Karli Chirgwin says, “ It’s a good way 
for us to hang out with our friends 
before we separate into different 
middle schools.”  Our first event is 
Bowlero Bowling night on February 
21st. Hope you guys have fun!!!

Upcoming 
Author
 Visits
By Mrs. Balzano

One of the wonderful events that 
our PTA sponsors annually is the 
Author Visits at Middlebrook.  This 
year our students will have two 
opportunities to hear writing tips 
and experiences from a published 
author.  

The schedule for the visits is:     

April 9th
Lisa Harrington  (Grades K – 2)

April 26th
Lauren Tarshis  (Grades 3-5)

May 3rd
I Am Farmer - program with 
Miranda & Baptiste Paul and  
Farmer Tantoh (all Grades)

If your child has a book by the 
author and would like to have it 
signed, please have them bring 
it into the library the day prior to 
the author’s visit.  Be sure to have 
your child’s name and classroom 
teacher’s name on a sticky note 
attached to the cover of the book.  
Authors will usually sign as many 
books as time allows.  Thank you 
to our PTA for sponsoring this 
incredible opportunity for our 
students.  



upcoming
dates

MARCH 2019
Kids In Motion Assembly, 2pm MB Gym 
BINGO Night, 6-9pm, MB Gym
PTA Exec Board Meeting, 6:30pm, Library
PTA Meeting, 7:15pm, Library
Teacher Conferences (Early Dismissal)
5th Grade Activity Night, Trampoline Park,
4-8pm,Urban Air, Milford
Kindergarten Parent Orientation, 9-10:30am
MB Cafe
Fathers’ Club Meeting, 7:30pm, MB Library
School Store, 11:30-1:30pm, MB Lobby
5th Grade Activity Night, Giggling Pig, 6-8pm, 
MB Cafe
Chat with the Principal, 9am, MB Library

3

8

11 

11

14

14

21

21

22

27

28

Middlebrook

Happenings

1s
t 

Fi
ft

h
 G

R
A

D
E

A
ct

iv
it

y
 N

ig
h

t!

wacky stories#5
By Isaac and Anivarth

DON’T MISS THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

Lucky Charms Box Tops Collection

New  addition 

to the front entrance!

BINGO NIGHT, March 8
6-9pm

school store
 March 22

11:30-1:30pm
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