
Dear Middlebrook Families,
 
 Coming back from spring break, our students 
have had an author’s visits, celebrated the Grade 3 
Earth Day Show and taken assessments.   On Tuesday 
April 23rd, we started the count down to the last day of 
school (June 17th), realizing there were only 39 school 
days left.  This is a very busy time for our students with 
strong academic growth seen, if we stay focused.  I like to 
finish each year with pride in student maturity and I enjoy 
celebrating the positivity of our community. 
 May and June are a time to start getting readying 
for the transition to the next school year. We have much 
work to complete prior to the end of the 2018-2019 
school year. We have high expectations for this work 
because we want your child’s transition to the next grade 
to be a strong, successful endeavor.   As our students 
grow, we expect them to advocate for themselves by 
asking for help, develop a resilient Can Do! attitude, 
persevere by working through  difficult problems, and 
have a sense of pride in a job well done.    I believe all 
of our students can be successful with hard work.   I 
thank you for encouraging your child to meet these 
expectations.
  Please watch the calendar, school wide E-blasts 
and teacher emails/newsletters for all the events and 
happenings that make this time of year full of celebration.  
We have concerts, Spring Plant sales, Field Day, state 
testing (SBAC/NGSS) and grade level celebrations coming 
up.  Our last 2 days of school (June 14th and June 17th) 
will be early dismissals (1:00pm) with no lunch served. 
 Finally, students from Middlebrook are invited 
to march in the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 
27th which comes up Main St.  Please watch for flyers and 
permission slips from the PTA regarding this event. Thank 
you for your constant support!

Best wishes,

Patricia Frillici
Principal

Dear MB Families,

 I’ve spent much of the past few days outside in the 
sunshine in my yard, getting ready to plant a vegetable garden 
for the first time (we had to cut down a big tree so we finally 
have sun in our yard).  In order to have a successful garden, I 
realize you’ve got to put in a lot of preparation and pull a lot of 
weeds before you can reap the benefits of vegetables or even 
flowers.  
 In that way gardening is lot like parenting.  Preparing a 
safe place for kids to grow and learn (and fail, too!) takes time 
and planning.  Building a neighborhood and community to help 
kids care about others is like preparing the garden bed and 
getting the right mix of soils.  But it’s worth it when you see 
kids being kind, caring, and independent.
 Our community at Middlebrook has some amazing 
faculty and parents doing lots of preparation to create a place 
that’s open, kind, and full of sunshine.  We’ve had the adult 
night, Middlebrook Mixer where adults got to interact with 
other adults without their kids, building community (many 
thanks to Amy Lehaney, Kris Saccone, Sarah and Bryan White, 
Maria Karayiannis, Cathleen Dauenhauer, Christin Lucia and all 
others who helped make it such a success!!).  And May 3 will 
be International Festival, where we celebrate the wonderful 
cultures and nations from which our families come.  It’s not to 
be missed, and a favorite night of all who attend! (Thanks go to 
Mel Flavin and her incredible team of parents who help make it 
a success!)  
 We’re going to be starting a new collaborative in-school 
day this year: Celebration of the Arts!  We are working closely 
with the faculty and staff to bring some arts to the entire 
school to celebrate another year of hard work!  Please mark 
your calendars for Monday, June 10.  And I’ll be looking for 
parent volunteers to make it a success, so stay tuned on ways 
you can help!
 Lastly, preparation has already begun on planning for 
next year’s PTA and leadership.  Our PTA meeting on May 20 
will include voting on the slate of nominees for next year’s 
board.  We hope you’ll join us, as the loveliest flowers and 
yummiest vegetables come from gardens where everyone helps 
the plants grow!

I hope to see you all with gardening gloves on!

Ruth
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Kindergarten classrooms are in high gear.   Four chicken eggs are in each room! The countdown has begun and they should 
be hatching in the middle of May.  We are all learning about life cycles and as you can imagine, are very excited. Soon we will 
be starting to write poetry too.  In math, learning our addition and subtraction facts to five is an end of the year goal.  So we 
are playing lots of games to help us remember them.  Keep reading every day and practice those facts!  First grade is right 
around the corner!

We are celebrating Spring and having an incredible last couple months in First Grade! We have been working on studying 
story elements and meeting characters and learning lessons in our reading as well as working on formulating fiction pieces in 
writing! We have been enjoying studying and observing the life cycles of plants, ladybugs and butterflies. We have grown so 
much this year and are enjoying watching nature change and grow this time of year as well. We will be visiting the Trumbull 
Library this month and getting our very own library cards as well as celebrating our annual Beach Day with our classmates, 
teachers and families at the end of the month. We want to remind everyone to keep up with their reading each night and to 
share at home about the school day to strengthen the bond of our Middlebrook Family. Thank you for your continued support 
and for being amazing First Grade Friends, we are looking forward to finishing the year strong and enjoying every last minute!  

The third grade is looking forward to an exciting Spring. In math, students have been adding and subtracting up to the 
thousands place. They should continue to practice their multiplication facts daily! In Reader’s Workshop, students have been 
working in a Fairy Tale unit. Classes have been reading a loud a variety of Fairy Tales and discussing the key elements. This 
unit will aid students in writing their own Fairy Tales in Writer’s Workshop. In science, students will begin a unit focused on 
Rocks and Minerals. Students will be practicing how to identify the different types of rocks by looking for different attributes. 
We are looking forward to a successful and fun end of the year in third grade!

The fourth grade is looking forward to an exciting spring.  In science, students have just finished a unit on magnetism. They 
have participated in labs experimenting with magnets and electromagnets.   They are beginning to study electricity with 
exciting labs to see how electricity works!  In math, students are beginning a unit on multiplication with two digit numbers 
using the break apart strategy.  Students continue to spend time in class each day discussing problems in depth and sharing 
their reasoning and solutions to daily problems.  Please continue practicing those math facts….addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division!  In reading and writing, students have begun researching immigration and then will take all they 
researched and create a multi-chapter informational book on immigration.  The fourth graders had a great time on their field 
trip to Hartford last month!  The fourth grade is eager to share their Patriotic program with families at the end of May!

We are looking forward to our upcoming field trip to Boothe Memorial Park in May/June where students will have an 
opportunity to visit different areas, such as the blacksmith and weaver.  Fifth graders will experience life before texting, 
television, and other conveniences of today and learn about early American life.  In writing, we are taking our research skills 
and applying them to create a book about the causes of the Revolutionary War.  This includes organizing and developing 
ideas, as well as adding text features, quotes, and scholarly words.  Our readers are discussing and growing ideas tied into 
the fantasy genre with their book groups.  In science, we are working on the scientific method and learning about variables 
while conducting experiments.  We look forward to our spring concert on Thursday, May 16th.  At the end of May, fifth 
graders will have a chance to visit either Madison or Hillcrest and are super excited. 
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Lisa M. Herrington
By By George Blake and Hala Salloum

 Lisa M. Herrington was Middlebrook’s first guest author of 
2019. She visited with our kindergarten, first grade, and second grade 
students to share her wonderful non-fiction books. Many of her books 
are about animals and she has written over 60 books so far! She has 
even written in some magazines including creating a magazine for 
Build-A-Bear.  
 The main sources that she uses for her research are other books 
about the animals or topics that she is going write about. She also goes 
online and uses websites that she trusts like NationalGeographic.com 
to get more information. Lisa visits places where the animals would 
be - their habitats, zoos, and conservation centers. She also interviews 
experts on the topic as another source for her book.  
 When Lisa thinks she is finished with her manuscript (book 
draft), she says to herself, “When I am done, I’ve just begun” because 
she knows she will be revising her writing.  That is a phrase Middlebrook 
students are familiar with because good writers never are done with 
just a first draft; we need to revise our writing to make it perfect.

Student Council would like 
to thank everyone who 
participated in Pennies For 
Patients. We raised over 
$1,500 for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society!

We’ve had a very successful 
and fun year in Student 
Council thus far! We’re 
looking forward to finishing 
out the year with more spirit 
days in May and June, so be 
on the lookout for information 
in order to participate in those 
upcoming special days!

From the Reading Corner
Mrs. Castillo, Mrs. Markelon, Mrs. Malling

Spring has finally sprung! Birds are chirping and flowers are blooming. Take advantage of Mother 
Nature’s gifts and enjoy a good book in the gentle breeze. Whether your interest is sports, insects, 
gardening, or exploring, find a book that is perfect for you. Maybe take some time to visit your local 
library/book store and discover one of these spring favorites.
 
 • The Ultimate Bug-Opedia – Darlene Murawski
 • Exploring Nature Activity Book For Kids: 50 Creative Projects to Spark Curiosity
     Outside - Kim Andrews
 • Diary of a Fly – Doreen Cronin and Harry Bliss
 • Everything Bug: What Kids Really Want to Know About Bugs – Cherie Winner
 • Jake Maddox Girl Sport Stories – Softball Surprise, Soccer Showoff, Rebound Time, etc.
 • Matt Christopher books – Baseball Pals, Return of the Homerun Kid, Goal Keeper in  
  Charge, Soccer Halfback, etc.
 • Eric Carle – The Tiny Seed, The Grouchy Ladybug, The Very Hungry Caterpillar
 • Mud Pies and Other Recipes – Marjorie Winslow
 • The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgon Burnett
 • Robins: How They Grow – Eileen Christelow
 • Wake Up! – Helen Frost and Rick Lieder
 • Every Day Birds – Amy Ludwig VanDerwater
 • Singing in the Rain – Tim Hopgood
 • Flower Garden – Eve Bunting
 • Spectacular Spring: All Kinds of Spring Facts and Fun – Bruce Goldstone
 • When Spring Comes – Kevin Henkes
 • Abracadabra It’s Spring – Anne Sibley O’Brien

SBAC Recipe for Grades 3, 4, and 5…
 • One healthy breakfast daily before testing along with a nutritious lunch and dinner
 • Take advantage of the weather and spend time outside when you come home
 • Unwind with a good book
 • Get plenty of rest at night
 • Don’t stress…You Got This!



upcoming
dates

May 2019

Author’s visit, Farmer Tantoh, Miranda & Baptiste Paul. 
During school day.
International Festival, 6-9pm, MB Cafe & Gym
Plant Sale, Set Up, 1:30-5:30pm
Plant Sale, School Sale, 9-2pm
Plant Sale, Family Night, 5-8pm
Plant Sale, School Sale, 9-2pm
Father’s Club Meeting, 7:30pm, MB Library
Spring Concert, 7pm, MB Gym
School Store, 11:30-1:30pm, MB Lobby
Kids Marathon, morning, THS Football Field
PTA Exec Board Meeting, 6:30pm, MB Library
PTA Meeting, 7:15pm, MB Library
Kindergarten Bus Ride/Child Orientation, 8:45-12:15pm
Kindergarten Bus Ride/Child Orientation, 8:45-12:15pm
Chat with the Principal, 9am, MB Library
5th Grade Activity, Cornhole Tournament, 6-8pm, MB Gym
NO SCHOOL/ MEMORIAL DAY
Memorial Day Parade, 9am, DD Parking Lot
TAY Performance, 10am, MB Gym
Field Day, 8:45-3pm, Field/Playground
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5th grade paint night with 
Giggling Pig
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Middlebrook Reflections 

winners!

Middlebrook Chorus

at Sound Tigers Game!


