
 
Middlebrook Elementary School PTA 

Membership Meeting - Monday, October 19, 2020 
Middlebrook Elementary School - Zoom 

 
 
Middlebrook Elementary School PTA convened via zoom for a regular meeting on Monday, 
October 19, 2020 due to COVID 19. 
 
In attendance through Zoom: Kris Saccone, April Lang, Katie Cooke, Jen Farmer, Katie 
Smolinsky, Mrs. Frillici, Clara LaPorte (2),  Ruth Fontilla (2), Rachel Dalton (2), Kimberly 
Libertino (2), Stephanie Jones (1), Melanie Flavin (2), Marylena Kourounis (2), Reese (1) 
 
Teachers: Mrs. Balzano (2) 
*( ) indicate # of repeat meetings attended 

I. Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mrs. Saccone called the meeting to order 7:18 pm 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions  

a. Review of meeting etiquette - Mrs. Saccone stated that we will try to keep things short 
and sweet.  Use the word Elmo if the group gets off topic verbally and/or in the chat. 

 
b. Prize for repeat attenders (attend 3 meetings in a 

row) - Prizes will be given starting next month.  

III. Presidents Report  
a. Membership Drive  - Mrs. Saccone stated that there are 385 families in the school. 

We currently have 92 families as members.  The PTA is running a PTA challenge for any 
teacher that gets a membership before October 31st will be entered to enter a raffle basket 
created by the PTA executive board.  Being a member of the PTA helps out everyone in the 
school as well as being a part of the Membership Tool Kit will give you access to other students 
in your child's class. 
 

b. Forms (Event, Fundraiser, Volunteer) - Volunteer forms need to be completed yearly 
and submit it to the school to get a background check.  This takes a while to process at the state 
level and get you approved to volunteer in the school during the school day. 

Fundraiser form - a policy is being reinstated and now they need to be completed prior to 
all events that are coming up.  This will help the Superintendent gather information on what is 
being done at all the schools as well as all the funds are being collected.  Form can be found 
under Policy 1324 

End of Event form (reconciliation form) -  to be completed at the end of all events to 
gather information that helps state the number of people who attended, how much the event 



cost, what was made? Etc.   This form (snapshot) will help the next group of people taking over 
events and where they can start. 

 
c. MB masks - Pre-sold many the night of the sale, still have 40 masks left to sell. 
 
d. Scarecrow Contest - 4 entries and 11 judges at this time. 

 
IV. Principal’s Report  
Mrs. Fricilli’s would like to thank the PTSA for donating the white masks to the school.  One 
teacher has volunteered to tie dyed them blue.  The recess equipment is now available to the 
students.  The classes can now go to the gym and have a square each.  Students will remain 
eating lunch in their classrooms .  Mrs. Fricilli was on the K-2 reopening committee.  The 3-5 
reopening committee is beginning this week.  There is also a health and safety committee that 
has been meeting because there are many changes that have been taking place.  Face shields 
have been provided by the police.  All students have been coming to school with a mask.  The 
district has provided the school with lots of hand sanitizer and soap.   A teacher's husband was 
also able to donate a pallet of sanitizer wipes.  There could be more napkins and paper towels. 
Breakfast and lunch is free up until December and is for everyone to take.  The federal 
government is paying for this.  80 breakfast and lunch packages are being picked up daily.  The 
process of picking it up may change after viewing what other towns are doing. 
 
All students have a math binder, language arts binder as well as a science notebook provided 
by the school.  Mrs. Fricilli understands that backpacks are heavy and they are now allowed to 
use the lockers.  Information will be going out soon to the families about use of the locker.  Mrs. 
Fricilli would like to see more students work up on the bulletin boards.  There have been 2 
cases of COVID in the school and quarantining has had to happen.  Communication has been 
going out to families from Dr. Simmel, Mrs. Fricilli and the nurse when someone has to 
quarantine by a phone call and email.   Mrs. Fricilli gave a reminder that everyone should stay 
home for 24 hours if they do not feel well.  Also, if you were asked to quarantine from a sport 
team, then you need to stay home from school throughout that time as well. 
 
V. Teacher’s Report  
Mrs. Balzano stated that the staff is working very hard and are extremely happy with our support 
throughout this challenging time.  
 
VI. Vice President’s Report  

a. Charleston Wrap - Mrs. Cooke stated that the sale is closed at this time.  We made 
around $1,100 at this time and will reopen at the end of the month for one last round.  Mrs. 
Fricilli will also send the link in her weekly email. 

 
b. Family Photo Shoot - Will be using Sport Hill Farm on Saturday, November 7th from 

11-4pm with 2 local photographers.  $35 dollars include 3 digital images, sign-ups start 
tomorrow.  

 



c. School Store - Mrs. Smolinsky was able to gather water bottles and bags to post on 
Membership Toolkit to people to purchase.  She would like to possibly do a once a month Friday 
grab bag. 
 
VII. Treasurer’s Report  

a. Budget Presentation, discussion and vote  - Mrs. Saccone gave the revised budget 
presentation.  The PTA board has reworked the budget to reflect the pandemic times as well as 
to just the straight revenue.  Any funds that come in and go right out will not show up on the 
budget but rather in the monthly reports. Expenses $31,000.  The PTA should have around 
$10,000 to begin next year with.  Ruth Fontilla motions to pass the budget as presented, Jen 
Farmer seconds the motion.  Discussion took place.  Vote was taken and passed unanimously.  
 
VIII. Secretary’s Report  

a. Minutes Review and Approve - Mrs. Saccone presented the minutes.  Katie Cooke 
motioned to approve the minutes and Ruth Fontilla seconded it.  Discussion - none.  Minutes 
passed unanimously.  

b. Book Drive - All books are leveled and a list went out to teachers on Monday. 
Teachers are currently shopping and have until Friday.  Mrs. Lang will put bags for the teachers 
together and drop off at MB.  Mrs. Balazano stated that teachers are happy to be shopping. 
 
IX. Committee Reports  

a. Book Fair - The School teamed up with Turning the Page to get 20% back for sales on 
Sunday, November 8th 12-4pm and Tuesday, November 10th evening from Middlebrook only 
nights.  Any other sales throughout the week that mention Middlebrook would get the 20% back 
for the school as well.  The PTA will be looking to create 2 small raffle baskets (spirit wear and 
books).  There is a website that you can shop online and receive 10% back.  The owner is 
willing to drop off books donated by families to the building.  COVID protocols will be followed.  

 
b. Staff Appreciation - Mrs. Mallozzi will be collecting candy for the teachers.  This will go 

out on FB, she will collect Venmo. 
 
c. Health and Wellness - Mrs. Saccone stated that Mrs. Mallozzi is very interested in 

students completing the final mile.  Sheets will go out soon to get everyone started. 
 
d. Holiday Boutique - Mrs. Jones stated that she has a lot of supply of items.  Maybe she 

can use Membership Toolkit, create raffle baskets (classroom) and have a virtual raffle of the 
baskets.  Discussion took place - concern that the price for the raffles may not cover the cost of 
paypal, maybe using another site, minimum of 5 raffles, can you give an extra $ to cover the 
processing fees, and what is the timeline for the Holiday Boutique?  This year the Holiday 
Boutique will tentatively start December 10th -17th to purchase raffles.  Baskets can tentatively 
be collected before the Thanksgiving Break. 

 
e. Room Parents - Mrs. Farmer stated that a Zoom orientation will take place 

Wednesday at 6pm.  Room parents goodie bags are being delivered. 



 
f. 5th Grade committee – Melanie: mini-golf was a great time for the 36 kids that came. 

The committee will meet again next week and continue to plan more events. 
 
g. Reflections - Mrs. Saccone is teaming up with Mrs. Durand to help with the technology 

piece of the entries.  Information is coming out in the newsletter.  Deadline is December. 
 
h. Yearbook - Jana Frankova - will be leading the charge on this committee.  Without 

clubs, events and teams the yearbook would lose 18 pages of things.  Lifetouch offered a new 
format that would take up 16 pages of things (current events).  Discussion took place of possibly 
doing a 5th grade yearbook only. 

 
i. Mixer/Spring Fundraiser - Mrs. Saccone still has the Mixer in the budget.  The Mixer 

makes their money from the auction and asks for donations.  The committee is wondering if we 
go in a different direction and have students get people to sponsor them “A walk a thon” etc. 
Discussion took place - some businesses already have put money aside to support local 
schools/organizations, some people have seen success from walk-a-thon/hula hoop-a-thon etc. 
Next steps - reach back out to the committee and see what they were thinking. 
 
X. New Business  
Ruth Fontilla suggested gifting the teachers a PTA membership.  Someone from the PTA would 
have to notify the teachers that they received the membership.  
 
XI. Adjourn.  Mrs. Lang motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Fricilli seconded the motion. 
Vote was unanimous.   Meeting adjourned at 9:04 pm.  
 
Next meeting is November 16, 7:15 pm.  


